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CASS SCHOOL MEETING ERUPTS! 


Intermediate Board Member Schpok Claims 


Official's Husband Struck Him 


BVALANAREND 


Stall Writer 


LaGRANGE - Lewis Cass 


intermediate 
school 
board 


meeting 
last 
night 
ended 


abruptly following a public 


acqusa'.ion by board member 
Sam Schpok of Dowagiac, that 
he had been hit in the jaw out- 
side the building by John Cor- 
bit. husband of Supt. Mrs. Mary 
Lou Corbit, just prior to the 


start of the meeting. 


The board was discussing a 


motion to allow Mrs. Corbit to 
take vacation time now, since 
she has no sick leave left this 
year, in order to recover from 


HEATED ARGUMENT: Sam Schpok of Dowagiac, Lewis Cass intermediate 
school board member, left, engaged in heated argument with Robert Bainbridge 
of Marcellus, right, board president, after Schpok alleged at board meeting that 
he was hit in face by John Corbit, husband of Board Supt. Mrs. Mary Lou Corbit, 
just prior to start of meeting outside school board office at La Grange. (Staff 
photos) by Alan Arend) : 
Mesmer Government 
Resigns In France 


PARIS (AP) - The govern- 


ment 
of 
Premier 
Pierre 


Messmer 
resigned 
today, 


Education 
Minister Joseph 


Fontanet announced after a 
cabinet meeting. 
Messmer's 


government had been in office 
since July 1972, when he took 
over from Premier Jacques 
Chaban-Delmas, who was fired 
by President Georges Pom- 
pidou. 


The Messmer cabinet had ap- 


parently been in trouble since 
the end of the year. Messmer, a 


former army officer and loyal 
Gaullist, was accused by critics 
of a lack of public contact and 
an inability to bring across the 
domestic programs of Pom- 
pidou to the people. 


Growing unemployment in 


France, some of it due to the 
world 
energy 
crisis 
and 


agricultural problems com- 
pounded by France's difficulties 
with 
its 
Common 
Market 


partners remain unresolved. In 
addition, debates have raged on 
abortion, compulsory military 


service and education. 


The 
news 
magazine 


L'Express reported earlier in 
February that Messmer was on 
his way out and would likely be 
replaced by Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing, 
the 
48-year-old 


finance minister. 


Giscard, 
if 
he 
became 


premier, would be the first 
nonGaullist to take the post. He 
is the leader of the Independent 
Republican party which is 
partner of the Gaullists in the 
national assembly majority. 


Black Leader Appreciates White Help 


white society. 
CHICAGO (AP) - 
Black 


Muslim leader Elijah Muham- 
mad has urged his followers to 
thank white people for the op- 
portunity 
Muslims 
have 


received to expand their multi- 
million dollar movement. 


The 76-year-old Muhammad 


tokt some 25,000 Black Muslims 
gathered from around the na- 


tion for the sect's annual 
Savior's Day on Tuesday to 
honor and respect white people. 


"Stop putting the blame on 


the slave owner," he said. "You 
have only yourselves to blame." 


In the past, Muhammad has 


preached hatred for "white 
devils" and separatism from 


The huge armory where the 


meeting was held was overflow- 
ing. Many persons were left 
standing outside. The upper 
balconies 
were filled with 


white-robed women, who under 
religious rules are forbidden to 
sit with the men. 


MARDI GRAS TOPPING: Bald New Orleans musician Pete Fountain downs a 
bit of sipping whiskey (right) and then puts on his crown complete with hair as 
his Half-Fast Walking Club got an early start for the Mardi Gras celebration 
Tuesday. (AP Wirephoto) 


back and neck injuries she suf- 
fered when she slipped on ice a 
month ago. when Schpok said: 


"1 want it known that I was hit 


in the face by John 
Corbi- 


t....l'm completely in a fog." 


"That's a lie!" Corbit res- 


ponded from his seat in the 
audience section of the meeting 
room. 


Schpok's wife, Betty, also in 


attendance said she witnessed 
the incident. Schpok said he 
wanted names of the every per- 
son in room and indicated he 
was going to sign a complaint 
against Corbit. 


Schpok before the meeting 


had notified this newspaper by 
telephone that some sensational 
developments would occur and 
requested that a reporter be 
present. The exact nature of the 
developments 
forecast 
by 


Schpok did not materialize 
because of the accusation and 
abruptness of the session. 


As a result of Schpok's 


charge. Schpok and Robert 
Bainbridge. board president, of 
Marcellus, became involved in 


know what happened outside, as 
she did not come to the board 
meeting with her husband. 


Concerning the board meet- 


ing, Mrs. Corbit said, "All I can 
say is that it's the worst board 
meeting I've ever attendcd...we 
always had orderly mecting- 
s.Jt's 
very 
unfortunate." 


Bainbridge concurred with Mrs. 
Corbifs feelings. 


Bainbridge 
on 
the 
re- 


scheduling of the meeting, said 
"Matters on tonight's agenda 
must be taken care of as soon as 
possible. I hope everyone will 
gel to the business at hand 
Thursday." 


RrMx Warned 


ST. LOUIS (AP) - Dissident 


students who have resumed 
their studies off the campus of 
Concordia Seminary have been 
warned they will not lie eligible 
for placement as ministers 
unless they return to the cam- 
pus. 


an 
abusive 


DENIES ACCUSATION: John Corbit, right, watches from audience as Sam 
Schpok, member of Lewis Cass intermediate board, charges publicly that Corbit 
hit him in face just before last night's meeting in LaGrange. Corbit, whose wife 
Mary Lou, left, is superintendent of the Cass district, denied the charge. (Staff 
photos by Alan Arend)! 


argument. 


highlighted by vituperative and 
sometimes profane comments 
from both men toward each 
other. The exchanges came 
after Bainbridge said that the 
board meeting was not the time, 
or place to discuss the alleged 
incident. 


Schpok said in reference to 


Bainbridge, "I wish you would 
run this meeting right, once in 
your life. You run one hell of a 
board here and g...d....t I'm 
going to settle it once and for 
all. It's unfortunate to have 
someone like you..." in charge. 


Bainbridge responded by say- 


ing, "It's unfortunate to have 
someone like you on a board." 


"You can't shut me up," 


Schpok said, and Bainbridge 
responded by saying,"You don't 
fool me a damn bit." 


Bainbridge, after the board 


approved Mrs. Corbit's request, 
called for a recess in hopes of 
cooling off tempers, but follow- 
ing the recess Schpok made a 
motion that the meeting be ad- 
journed due to the circums- 
tances. His motion was passed, 
with only one board member 
objecting, A.F. Federowski of 
Vandalia. Another meeting was 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Thurs- 
day. 


• Following the adjournment 
Schpok, responding to questions 
by newsmen about what hap- 
pened outside, said as he and 
his wife were getting out of their 
car, Corbit stepped out of his 
car and accused Schpok of ac- 
costing his wife (Mrs. Corbit). 


"He (Corbit) then hit me on 


the jaw, knocking me into my 
car," Schpok said. He said his 
glasses were knocked off. 


When asked if he (Schpok) 


was going to press charges 
against Corbit, Schpok said he 
would have to consult with his 
attorney first. 


Corbit when asked what hap- 


pened 
outside, 
denied 
all 


Schpok's acqusations saying, 
"The whole thing was a set up, a 
play for power by Schpok. I 
have a witness too." 


Mrs. Corbit said she did not 


Moves Over Canary Islands 


Missing Balloon Sighted 


SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE, Canary Islands (AP) - The 


balloon of American adventurer Thomas Gatch Jr. was sighted 
today over the Canary Islands, the Spanish news agency Europe 
Press reported. 


The agency said the pressurized gondola, in which Gatch was 


trying to make the first balloon crossing of the Atlantic, was 
spotted over the Valley of the Orotava in the south of Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife. 


It said the pressurized gondola, which has been reported miss- 


ing for five days, wag moving without difficulty south of the Oro- 
tava village. 


The agency did not say who sighted the balloon, nor did it give 


any indication of Catch's condition. The 48-year-old bachelor from 
Alexandria, Va., left Harrisburg, Pa., 10 days ago in his bid to 
become the first man to balloon across the Atlantic. 


Coastal Spanish radio stations and air traffic authorities in 


Santa Cruz de Tenerife reported they knew nothing of Gatch's 
whereabouts. Police in Orolava and the town of Canada said they 
had seen no trace of the ballnon. 


A spokesman for the Galch family in the United States said she 


had no immediate confirmation of the reported sighting. 


The Spanish Canary Islands lie about ISO miles off the Spanish 


Sahara on the northwestern edge of Africa. 


Searches for the missing balloonist over the weekend had cen- 


tered on the Spanish Sahara, a Spanish-owned territory between 
Morocco and Mauritania. 


But then the searchers turned their attention to the sea. A 


spokesman for Gatch in Washington indicated Monday that the 
balloonist may have landed in the sea about 900 miles off the 
African coast. 


Marshals To Evict 
Colony Of Squatters 


STROUDSBURG, Pa. (AP) 


— A force of 90 U.S. marshals 
moved today to evict a colony 
of squatters who have occupied 
the site of a federal dam 
project for more than three 
years. 


Shortly after daybreak, the 


marshals moved into a lush 
valley flanking the Delaware 
River near this northeastern 
Pennsylvania town. State police 
sealed off access roads leading 
into the valley, which has been 
earmarked for construction of 
the Tocks Island Dam and 
Recreation area. 


Chris Rice, a spokesman for 


the U.S. Justice Department, 
said the marshals planned to 
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secure the valley. 


"We want to make sure that 


there's not going to be a major 
confrontation," 
said 
Rice. 


"They have been known to be 
armed." 


Rice said he believed there 


were about 60 to 80 squatters 
living in the area, known as 
Shawnee-on-the-Delaware. 


The determination of the 


squatters to stay on the land 
has been a continuing headache 
for the government. Of various 
ages and backgrounds, most 
depend on small gardens for 
food. A number of children are 
among the colony. 


Many of the squatters drifted 


to the valley in the spring of 
1970 when the United States 
Army Corps «f Engineers was 
leasing houses it had acquired 
to make room for the dam. The 
leases ran out in November of 
that 
year 
and 
were 
nut 


renewed, but many of the 
drifters refused to leave. 


In September 1971, a court 


order was granted permitting 
the government to move in. 
I'.S. marshals, assisted by 
personnel from the Corps of 
Kngineers. bulldozed a dozen 


buildings under. 


The marshals pulled back 


when some of the squatters 
flung themselves on the ground 
in front of the bulldozers and 
perched on roofs of houses that 


were to be toppled. 


Last month, the U.S. attor- 


ney's office was granted a writ 
of assistance by a federal judge 
permitting the Justice Depart- 


(See back page. sec. 1, c*l. 4) 


Energy Crisis 'Prearranged?' 


EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) - The 


president of the Petroleum Marketing 
Education Foundation has charged the 
energy crisis was prearranged and will lead 
to the loss of half of the nation's service sta- 
tions. 


William S. Jones of Kennett. Mo., said in a 


statement 
at 
a 
Petroleum 
Jobbers 


Management Institute at Michigan State 
University the crisis will last at least four 
years. 


"The consumer is going to be highly 


displeased with the operation of his au- 


tomobile under conditions of the future," he 
said. The three-day conference ends Wed- 
nesday. 


Jones said the energy crisis was caused 


when oil producers used their 27.5 per cent 
oil depletion allowance for overseas produc- 
tion, rather than for the domestic exploration 
for which he said the allowance was intended. 


"Unfortunately for us, domestic production 


did not keep up with domestic demand — and 
all of a sudden we find ourselves in an energy 
crisis which everybody swears is not his do- 
ing," Jones said. 


MISS WATERVLIET: Kathleen (Kathy) McCord, 
senior at Watervliet high school, was selected Miss 
Watervliet of 1974 last night. The daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary McCord, the new Miss Watervliet 
resides at 337 Lewis, Watervliet. She will celebrate 
her 18th birthday Thursday. Story on page 18. (Cliff 
Stevens photo) 
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Different Set§ Of Rules! 


Watergate Shouldn't 
Be The Only Issue 


In his 38-minute press conference 


Monday night, President Nixon made 
sense when he discussed two things 
that are uppermost in the minds of 
most Americans: (1) the energy 
crisis, and (2) the economy. 
;Unfortunately. Watergate cut him 
stiort. Whether that's the President's 
fault, or the fault of the reporters who 
decided Watergate should consume 
most of the lime, is for the individual 
reader to decide. But it would be 
illuminating to the public if the Chief 
Executive could be questioned oc- 
casionally without Watergate inter- 
vening. 
"Perhaps ground rules could be 
drawn for two press conferences to be 
held on successive evenings: one on 
Watergate 
exclusively, 
one 
on 


everything else. 
I -Asked whether the gasoline shortage 
Blight ease, Nixon started to explain 
ttiat reduction of the energy crisis may 
depend to large extent on what kind of 
a;new energy law Congress comes up 
with. 


The President decried provision for 


a petroleum price rollback in the bill 
currently before Congress. He called it 
a bill to manage a shortage. He didn't 
see, nor do we, how reducing prices 
can create a more plentiful supply. He 
favored, as we do, a windfall profits 
tax to make sure the big oil companies 
don't gouge the public. 


Of course, price rollbacks are con- 


sidered vote bait by sponsors of the bill 
like U.S. Senator Henry Jackson, 
Washington Democrat who's been 


-.running all the way to Alabama's 
cGeorge Wallace in his eagerness to be 
the 1976 Democratic presidential can- 
didate. "Scoop" has apparently decid- 
.ed that neither your economics nor 
.your racial views have to be Simon 


pure if they appeal sufficiently to the 
momentary frustrations of the voting 
public. 


This approach will worsen the 


energy crisis, not resolve it. What will 
solve it, as Nixon said, is ending the 
Arab embargo, providing alternate 
sources of energy—like nuclear power 
and coal, building deep water oil ports. 
and conservation measures such as 
those for which Nixon praised the 
public during these past several 
months. 


Watergate should not obscure the 


fact that only Congress can get the ball 
rolling on providing the alternate 
energy supplies which arc quickly 
required if the United States is to re- 
tain its industrial preeminence and 
unexcelled standard of living. 


A.side from the pickle Nixon's got 


himself into with Watergate, he hasn't 
done a bad job in many areas—relative 
to what's happening with other indus- 
trialized nations. He ended the Viet- 
nam War, his foreign policy seqms to 
have Arab leaders backing off their 
anti-Americanism—possibly even the 
oil embargo, the economy has been 
strong until the energy crunch hit, and 
there's a good chance even the current 
inflationary slowdown may ease by the 
second half with luck and an assist 
from Congress in keeping spending 
within bounds. 


Whatever fate's in store for Richard 


Nixon must come to him through the 
constitutionally-provided 
impeach- 


ment process. Let it, rest there. The 
shrill insistence of demagogic poli- 
ticians and crusading journalists that 
Watergate be infused into every issue 
prevents the public from getting an 
accurate focus on anything else. 


It's time for some compartmenta- 


tion. 


jFhose Big Lake Ships 


jjLre Efficient 
Carriers 


•:>Gkay, so what's the most efficient 
"farm 
of transportation 
in these 


ie.nergy-conscious days? 
:J:Gertainly not the automobile. Not 
Trucks. Not even a railroad train. 
-; -According to the Lake Carriers As- 
:sdciation, the typical oil-burning Great 
.Lakes vessel moves nearly 500 tons a 
mile on a gallon of fuel, and the newest 


ones can move over 600 tons. 


By comparison, the performance of 


a three-quarter-ton compact car get- 
ting 30 miles to a gallon (which would 
be fabulous) translates into a measely 
22.5 tons a mile on a gallon of fuel. 


Unfortunately, your typical Great 


Lakes vessel doesn't always go where 
you want to go. 


Latin America Puts 


On Cooperation 


;-:It is apparent from the initial efforts 
Of Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
'to;open a new era of cooperation 
: between the United States and the 
governments of Latin America that the 
cost is going to be high. The negotia- 
tions which have been moving on the 
: canal issue with Panama provide proof 
: of-this. 
:>The administration has agreed, in 
principle, to a complete turnover of 
the canal and the Canal Zone, without 
compensation, at some point in the 
future. Only the date of the transition 
remains in doubt. Gone is the goal of 
keeping the canal open to all shipping, 
a .principle the U.S. has 
followed 


through its many years of administra- 
tion. 


Congress will have the last word on 


any changes in the Panama Canal 
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pact, since it would entail abrogation 
of a treaty now in force. But the die 
appears to be cast as far as negotia- 
tions with the Latin countries are con- 
cerned. 


At the Mexico City meeting, attend- 


ed by Secretary Kissinger, the same 
theme prevailed. What was the United 
States willing to do for its neighbors to 
the South, how much trade and aid 
would it provide, what technology 
would it donate, and how earnestly 
would it "cooperate" in satisfying the 
Latin demands? 


Cooperation is not a one-way street, 


although it apparently is so regarded 
in some circles. In the last quarter 
century the U.S. has provided many 
billions of dollars in outright gifts to 
the Latin governments, not all of it 
wisely. In return, the U.S. has been 
villified by many of these same 
governments and much property 
owned by U.S. investors has been 
expropriated. In some instances com- 
pensation was offered, in many it was 
not. 


Even forgetting all of this and offer- 


ing the hand of friendship to begin 
anew, the impression is inescapable 
that "cooperation" to too many Latin 
ministers still means a one-way street 
from Washington. 


In an automated candy plant, it 


takes just one minute to cut and wrap 
750 pieces of toffee or caramel. 


The lush Olympic rain forest of 


northwestern Washington supports a 
large variety of trees, including 
conifers that average 200 feet tall, Na- 
tional Geographic says. Nowhere else 
do more species of trees grow to such 
extreme heights. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


REED HEADS 


LCF POST 


— 1 Year Ago — 


For the second straight year. 


Steve A. Reed will serve as 
vice-chairman in charue of 
public relations for the United 
Community Fund campaign. 
The appointment of Reed to one 
of the top UCF volunteer posts 
was announced today by Dr. 
Donald L. Robach. UCF cam- 
paign chairman. 


Last year. Reed was vice- 


chairman for public relations 
and training. He will head an 
expanded United Fund public- 
relations program in 1973 while 
training is assigned to a 
separate vice-chairman who 
will be announced later. Reed 
also worked in the UCF public 
relations division in 1971 as 
report meetings chairman. 


WINS CONTEST 


AT HOLLY'S 


- ID Years Ag* - 


Mrs. Dean Myers with her 


extemporaneous speech. "A Ma 
sterpiece." won the speech con- 
test conducted by Spotlighters 


Toastmistress club Wednesday. 
"Teamwork. Phooey!" won 
second place in the contest for 
Mrs. William Van Brocklin. 


The luncheon meeting was 


held at Holly's in Bcntnn Har- 
bor. Also competing in the con- 
test were Mrs. Edmond Banian 
and Mrs. Arnold Krumrie. 
Judges for the contest were 
Mrs. Sam A. Nicholas and Mrs. 
Victor Miller, charter members 
of the Spotlighters: Mrs. Lloyd 
Hughes of 
the 
advertising 


department of W'SJM and Mrs. 
Richard Derrick, society editor 
of the Herald-Press. 


SHUT SCHOOLS 


ANOTHER WEEK! 
— 35 Years Ago — 


St. Joseph's public schools — 


which 
only 
this 
morning 


reopened 
after having been 


closed since last Thursday noon 
because of the 
prevalence 


among students of colds, grippe 
and influenza — were ordered 
closed again this noon. Monday. 
Feb. 27. for the remainder of the 
week. 


The closing order did not ef- 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


THANKS FROM 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


Editor, 


The officers and members of 


the Van Buren Co. Commission 
on Aging wish to extend their 
appreciation and gratitude to 
the Kiwanis, and Lions clubs 
and other groups which have 
assisted the Senior Citizens of 
Van Buren Co. 


The Commission at this time 


is at the grassroots level. It is 
a non-profit, non-sectarian, 
non-political corporation which 
promotes and safeguards the 
independence of the Senior Ci- 
tizens of Van Buren Co. by 
providing leadership, consulta- 
tion, 
and 
assistance, 
by 


collecting information concern- 
ing social, economic, health 
and housing of the aging. 


We will work in conjunction 


with Cass and Berrien Counties 
as Southwestern Mich. Com- 
mission on Aging Region 4. 


Thanks again, 


Lee Kiernan. Sec., Trcas. 
Grand Junction, Mi. 


SAYS ARGUMENT 


IS WORN OUT 


Editor, 


Mr. Kiefcr of Hartford likes 


the company of great figures; 
distinguished men such as 
George and Woodrow. Yawn! 


As a man of apparent in- 


• telligence and knowledge, he 


stumbles where do so many. 
Having appointed himself as an 
assessor of Christianity in his 
letter of Feb. 14, when he is put 
to the test, melts away in a 
concession of "I'm no expert 
concerning scripture and the 
Bible." 


His next best defense leaves 


us as bored as above. Mr. Kiefer 
resurrects (he wornout ar- 
gument from hiitory. Many 
skeptics and agnostics from 
time immemorial have repeated 
historical tragedies in their 
volumes until wisdom hides in 
embarrassment. 


The argument is not new. If 


Mr. Kiefer can show the 
horribleness of certain sects of 
so-called Christendom, then he 
will conclude that the matter is 
settled. Is it? 


For instance, if John turns out 


a murderer, what are we to 
conclude? That John was taught 
to murder? That his father was 
a murderer? His mother? 
brother or sister? This is non 
sequitur. Or may we well 
conclude that John, of his own 
volition and contrary to all ad- 
visors, chose that course of ac- 
tion! 


Mr. Kiefer 
should cease 


hacking away at the branches. 
If he can sever the root, then he 
will fell the tree. George did a 
good job. 


Harry L. Johnson 
Sister Lakes 


HE'LL PLOW 
WHEN READY 


Editor. 


I was rcadini: the headlines in 


your Feb. 20th edition which 
reads. "Farmers will need a 
permit to plow their field1;." 


I have fanned all my life and 


have been able |o tell when my 
land i< fit In plow, and I don't 
need, (and I will not apply) for 
any permit from any politicans 
who are out to put us farmers 
under their control. 1 want In 
tell all of you birds, that 1 have 
fought these government farm 
programs all these years and 
have turned down thousands of 
dollars by refusing to take any 
of my land out of production. 
But they did force me. 18 years 
auo. to cut and destroy three 
acres of wheat, and 1 combined 
the 15 acres which was left, and 
held the 4(10 bushels of wheat 
for 14 years and have never 
planted any since, until (his 
year. 1973. 


I have said a thousand times 


in the past 3S years of this 
government control that you 


(Set we II, ctlwM I) 


Drilling Methods 


Arc Hurting, Too 


feet the city's two parochial 
schools. 
Al 
St. 
Joseph's 


Ciitholic school. Rev. J.V. Coylc 
announced classes would con- 
tinue because this morning's 
attendance check revealed few 
absences. Trinity 
Lutheran 


school will continue school 
unless there is a 
marked 


increase in absences. 


NEW CLUB MEETS 
— 45 Years Ago — 


The second meeting of the 


newly-formed Antiquarian and 
Historical society was held yes- 
terday with Mrs. Charles C. 
Davis and Mrs. Roy K. Moultim 
at the Davis home. 618 Main 
street. 
The 
officers 
are: 


President. Mrs. Hoy K. Moul- 
lon: 
vice 
presidents. 
Mrs. 


Robert Evans, Mrs. Anthony 
Canaran and Mrs. W, Worth 
Bean: secretary. Mrs. Stanley 
R. Banyon: treasurer. Mrs. 
Charles C. Davis: corresponding 
secretary. Mrs. Ralph Newland: 
historian. Mrs. Harold Benning. 


PRESENT FARCE 
— 55 Years Ago — 


What promises to be one of 


the best farces ever presented 
by high school juniors will be 
given tomorrow night at the 
high school when "Hurry! 
Hurry! 
Hurry!" a two-act 


comedy, will be presented by a 
carefully-picked 
cast. 
Miss 


Flora Snyder. instructor in the 
high school, is directing the 
play. Miss Doris Witt as Floy 
Hooker, a vivacious debutante, 
and Miss Virginia Paxton as her 
mother, take the leading roles, 
with Miss Helen Wilde as next 
in importance. Others in the 
cast are: Kenneth McCracken. 
Donald 
Dopghcrty. 
Robert 


Goodrich. Franklin 
Gowdy, 


Melville Campbell arid Miss 
Goraldinc Truscott. 


GRANTED BRIDGE 


— 65 Years Ago — 


It was just one year ago that 


congress passed the bill giving 
the right to build the new State 
street bridge. One year from 
now should see the bridge 
crowded with traffic. 


WASHINGTON - Even with 


the most improved oil-extract- 
ing techniques imaginable, the 
proportion of usable resources 
would — according to responsi- 
ble researchers — rise from a 
present 32 per cent only to 
around 45 to 50 per cent in 
existing wells. So new proven 
sources have to be found. 


As these reports have indicat- 


ed in prior times, some very 
promising estimates of future 
conventional crude oil reserves 
have been made. But proving 
them out is not just a matter of 
getting a big, new batch of 
drilling permits. 


The estimates include a po- 


tential added reserve of 90 
billion barrels in the Prudhoe 
Bay area of Alaska's North 
Slope, where the proven supply 
is figured at 10 billion. They al- 
so include at least 190 billion 
ballets in offshore, continental 
shelf sites, a large share of 
these in the Atlantic rather than 
in the already developing Gulf 
of Mexico. 


Easier talked about than 


done. As an example, a major 
oil producer has a lease held on 
some 32 million acres of the 
continental shelf off the Grand 
Banks of Newfoundland. So far 
it has drilled 15 wells. Every 
single one has been dry. 


There are two hard lessons in 


this kind of experience. One as 
that the presumptions which 
underlie these sometimes gaudy 
estimates arc just that: dreamy 
guesses which in some ins- 
tances may indeed add lavish 
new supplies to our reserves if 
tested out, hut likewise may of- 
ten lead to disappointment. 


The other lesson is that 


present methods of test-boring 
are not merely costly but too 
frequently wasteful. 


As outlined in the President's 


budget for fiscal 1975, the Nixon 
administration's "new energy 


policy" makes bare mention of 
the need for more and better 
offshore development. The tout- 
ed 
though 
little-noticed 


December report on "The Na- 
tion's Energy Future," by Dr. 
Dixy Lee Ray. chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission, 
says simply that "improved 
drilling methods for offshore 
sites ... offer much promise for 
immediate 
and 
short-term 


payoff." 


Oil industry researchers with 


an obvious sense of public res- 
ponsibility, 
like 
General 


Research, Manager Philip C. 
White of Standard Oil Company 
of 
Indiana, 
confront 
this 


problem in more specific, if 
technical, detail. He testified 
recently before the House Udall 
committee, and dealt with the 
matter in a comprehensive 
report to a Rocky Mountain oil 
conference in mid-1973. 


What White suggests is the 


need for more sophisticated, 
surer methods of direct oil de- 
tection by "geochernical and 
geophysical 
means' 
which 


could, if found,*greatly speed up 
new discoveries. This doesn't 
translate easily for the layman, 
but White gives it promise. 


"Such a development-would 


by-pass exploratory. drilling 
where ever-increasing costs 
contribute to the decreasing 
discovery rates ... The value of 
improvements in these areas' is 
that they could bring new oil 
and gas supplies into the picture 
much sooner than by any other 
way." 
• 
, 


This comment, set forth in 


White's 1973 appraisal, is aug- 
mented 
by the 
idea 
that 


"improved drilling methods" 
include better drilling fluids to 
assist the process — "materials 
which can withstand the harsh 
environments 
imposed 
by 


offshore, great depth, and Arc- 
tic climate operations." 


Time May Alter 


The Situation 


WASHINGTON - 
Vice 


President Gerald Ford assured 
President Nixon recently that 
his own private tally of the 
House Judiciary Committee 
showed there were not enough 
votes for an impeachment 
recommendation. 


Ford 
is an 
experienced 


Congressional nose-counter, and 
possibly he was able to get a 
more candid appraisal from 
committee members than is 
available to the rest of the 
world. 


But the House impeachment 


process is not going to be con- 
ducted in a vacuum. Ford's op- 
timism may be absolutely 
correct today. But it could be 
dead wrong in three months, 
which is about the time the 
committee will be making its 
historic judgment. 


In the first place, the com- 


mittee has a bipartisan liberal 
majority. That means enough 
members for an impeachment 
recommendation begin this 


BERRY'S WORLD 


"Oh nothing! We're /'usI sitting around listening to 


tapes-ol our favorite musical comedies that is!" 


inquiry with built-in skepticism 
about the President's virtues. 


Secondly, the committee's 


staff has just unanimously 
concluded that the vote need not 
be based strictly on Presidential 
guilt of criminal activities, but 
may 
include 
noncriminal 


abuses of power, such as res- 
ponsibility for subordinates 
carrying out officially directed 
duties. 


Thirdly, there are at least 


seven major developments^ on 
the horizon, before the commit- 
tee need make up its mind, 
which seem certain to heavily 
influence Congressional and 
public 
opinion 
about 
the 


President. And those develop- 
ments are fraught with potential 
danger for Nixon. 


Item. The criminal trial of 


two former Nixon Cabinet of- 
ficers and confidants began last 
week 
and 
may dominate 


headlines for months. Former 
Attorney General John Mitchell 
and 
Commerce 
Secretary 


Maurice Stans are accused of 
obstructing a Federal inves- 
tigation in return for a large 
Nixon campaign contribution. 


Item. A pretrial hearing into a 


burglary charge against John 
Ehrlichman, the President's 
former Domestic Affairs Chief, 
is scheduled to begin late next 
month 
in California. The 


President has been subpoenaed 
to testify but is fighting it. 


Item. A substantial number of 


indictments 
against 
White 


House advisers have been 
handed down by the original 
grand jury and will be issued as 
soon as the Mitchell-Stans jury 
is selected and sequestered. The 
resultant trials and testimony 
could go on for years. 


Items. The new Watergate 


grand jury is secretly probing 
the legitimacy of subpoenaed 
evidence from the White House, 
particularly the missing 18 
minutes of a crucial taped con- 
versation between the President 
and John Dean. There could be 
more indictments. 


MILLAGE REJECTED 


ADDISON, Mich. (AP) - 


Voters in the Addison School 
District turned down Monday a 
fnillagc request for construction 
of a $2.9 million middle school. 


The vote was 380 to 390. 
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Twin City 
Highlights 


Both Had Heart Surgery 


Brothers Healing Together 


BY RALPH LIT/ 


Staff Writer 


Donald SaRC. 12, attends classes at Culnma middle 


school as usual, while his brother, Joseph. 15. looks 
ahead only a few weeks to his return to school and to 
lifting his barlx'lls again. 


It's getting to be a pretty normal life for the brothers 


who recently underwent u|>en heart surgery, jusl two 
months apart. 


Donald and Joseph are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. 


Joseph Sage, who reside on Red Arrow highway at 
Twelve Cnrncrs, Benton township. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sage said problems began some years 


ago. with the detection of heart murmurs, a .slight 
valve leakage. Eventually, channel areas began to 
narrow, and open heart surgery was scheduled at 
Children's Memorial hospital. Chicago. 


Donald was operated on last Dec. 12 Joseph under- 


went surgery about two weeks ago. Feb. 12. 


Post-operative care does not require any medication, 


said Mrs. Sage. Routine caution is required for about 
six weeks to enable the point of surgery in the chest to 
heal, she said. 


Total length of time in the hospital was reported to 


Ix.' 12 days for each of the youths. Joseph is expected to 
return to classes at Coloma high in about four weeks. 
Mrs. Sage said. Asked about a barbell set on the floor 
of the family home. Joseph said he likes to lilt weights, 
and should be at it again in three or four weeks. 


As to the heart murmurs. Joseph's was discovered 


while in kindergarten. A similar murmur was detected 
in Donald about 1%4. after he had a horseback riding 
accident. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sage have two other children. Laurie 


.lean. 8; and Samuel. H. Mr. Sage is an electronics 
technician for this newspaper. 


DERAILMENT SCENE: These are some of the 12 
cars of a 23-car Chesapeake & Ohio freight train that 
derailed near the Michigan Standard Alloys plant 
off Mendel in Benton Harbor yesterday at 8:30 a.m. 


Train was a through freight from Grand Rapids 
bound for New Buffalo. There were no injuries and 
cause of the derailment was still under investigation 
this morning. 


BACK ON TRACK: Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad 
workers watch as giant crane struggles with tank 
car, attempting to put it back on track following 
yesterday's derailment. Two tracks were closed 
yesterday, but one track was reopened early this 


morning. The derailment took place on the main 
line which remains blocked. A C&O spokesman said 
the main line track would probably be opened 
sometime late today. (Staff photo) 


No Cases 
Of Deadly 
Disease 
In Area 


Although flu is widespread in 


the 
southwestern 
Michigan 


area, there have been no cases 
of Reyes Syndrome reported 
thus far. according to a spokes- 
man for the lierricn county 
Medical society. 


Flu symptoms here have 


included headache, dizziness, 
high fever, muscle aches and 
pains, nausea and vomiting. All 
age groups have been affected 
and the flu usually lasts from 
four to six days. 


Reyes 
Syndrome. 
first 


reported 11 years ago, has been 
seen as a rare aftermath of the 
flu, as well as some other virus 
diseases. Its symptoms include 
excessive vomiting, delirium 
and seizures. The little unders- 
tood disease follows the onset of 
certain virus diseases on about 
the fifth day. Reyes Syndrome, 
has only been reported in the 
age group of between 24 
months and 
15 years, 
the 


spokesman said. 


SJ Course 
Information 
Series Ends 


Final information session for 


sophomores and juniors and 
their parents on St. Joseph High 
school course offerings for the 
1974-75 school year will be held 
«:30 to 9:30 p. rn. tonight in the. 
cafeteria. 


Principal James Heathcote 


said these information sessions 
will deal with the content of 
courses that will be offered 
starting next fall. Counselors 
and teachers will be present to 
individually and informally dis- 
cuss the courses and answer 
questions students and their 
parents have on next year's 
scheduling. 


SJ Apartment 


Suffers Smoke 
Damage In Fire 


Fire was out on arrival but St. 


Joseph firemen stayed to clear 
the area of smoke when papers 
accidentally ignited at the Alden 
apartments. 322 Ship street. St. 
Joseph, last night. Occupants 
smelled smoke and summoned 
firemen at (i:37 p.m. Firemen 
said papers left near a stove ig- 
nited arid burned out without 
causing any damage other than 
smoke. 


OPERATIONS COMPLETED: Donald, 12, (left) and Joseph, 15, sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. .Joseph Sage, underwent open heart surgery within two months of each 
other. Donald's operation was Dec. 12 and .Joseph's Feb. 12, at Children's 
Memorial hospital, Chicago. (Staff photo) 
Hutchinson's Mail 
Running Pro-Nixon 


Congressman 
Edward 


Hutchinson (K-St. Joseph) says 
his mail from constituents is 
running more in 
favor of 


President Nixon than opposed. 


At least that's the way it was 


earlier 
this 
month 
when 


Hutchinson replied to Mrs. 
William Tower, flflli Mohawk 
lane. St. Joseph, who had writ- 
ten a letter supporting the 
President. 


Mrs. 
Tower said she would 


like to share the letter with 
others in the area. 


Hutchinson wrote Mrs. Tower 


that 
as 
of 
Feb. 
4 
no 


evidence had been exhibited to 
the House Judiciary committee 
to 
warrant 
impeachment. 


Hutchinson 
is 
ranking 


Republican member 
of the 


committee. 


Text of the letter to Mrs. 


Tower: 


Thank you for your expression 


in support of the President. You 
may be interested to know that 
the mail coming into my office 
from the Congressional district 
I represent is more in his favor 
than opposed. 


The grave charges made 


repeatedly 
against 
the 


President through the news 
media cannot be put to rest by 
merely counting the mail for or 
against him. I'm sure you will 
agree. Resolutions of impeach- 
ment have been introduced in 
the House of Representatives. 
The Speaker has referred them 
to the Judiciary Committee and 
has directed that Committee to 
inquire into grounds for im- 
peachment. The inquiry is 
under way. 


As a member of the House 


Judiciary Committee. I would 
not impeach the President on 
the basis of news stories, either 


in the Committee or on the 
House Floor. 
If evidence is 


produced, I will weigh it against 
the elements of an impeachable 


offense, giving the President the 
benefit of all reasonable doubt. 
To dale, no evidence has been 
exhibited to the Committee. 


Assault Cases Have Different Endings 


Two assault with intent to do great bodily harm cases ended 


Tuesday in Berrien circuit court, one with a dismissed charge and 
the other in conviction. 


On motion of Assistant Prosecutor Quentin Fulcher. Judge 


Julian Hughes dismissed a charge against Louise Thomas. 36, of 
the August Schrader farm. Sodus. II alleged she assaulted John 
Dempsey with a handgun July 28. 1973. at 566 Baird, Benton 
Harbor. 


Dempsy could not be located to appear at the trial, Fulcher 


said. 


Jurors in Judge William S. White's court deliberated about 25 


minutes at the close of a two-day trial before convicting John 
Fredrick Haringer. 25, of South Bend, on a charge of assaulting 
Glenn Suit, owner of Red Bud Inn in Buchanan township, with 
a handgun Oct. 2. 1873. 


Haringer continues free on 820.0110 bond pending sentence up 


to 10 years. 


Suit was severely beaten and has not entirely recovered, said 


Chief Assistant Prosecutor Robert McDowell. 


Another man still is sought in connection with the attack, he 


said. 


Judge White found a material witness, Linda Hamel. in 


contempt for failure to appear for trial Tuesday and ordered her 
arrest. 


Fluoride Program Offered SJ School Children 


Topical applications of fluoride will again be offered to 


children in the St. Joseph school district. 


The program is supervised by the Michigan Department of 


Public Health and will be available to preschool children 
(three years or over), second, fifth, and eighth graders and to 
special cases referred by dentists. Children who drink water 
from private wells or sources that are not fluoridated and 


children who have recently moved into the St. Joseph area are 
also encouraged to participate in the program. 


The fee for the cleansing of teeth and four applications of 


sodium fluoride will be S4. 


Consent forms have been given to children in grades two, 


five and eight. Parents wishing to enroll preschool children in 
the outlying schools may contact the following health chair- 


men: Brown school, Mrs. Leo Felteau; E.P. Clarke, Mrs. 
Larry Fairbanks; North Lincoln. Mrs. Gerald Pechtel: Grace 
Lutheran, Mrs. Herbert Rcimers. 


Residents of Brown. F..P. Clarke, and North Lincoln schools 


can also contact the school office for further information. All 
city schools including the parochial schools, can contact the 
school nurse. F-sther Kut/.. at I'pton Junior high school. 


HUTCHINSON ON TV: Rep. Edward Hutchinson. 
R-Mich.. ranking Republican member of the House 
Judiciary Committee, smiles during his appearance 
on CBS' "Face the Nation" program Sunday from 
Washington. Hutchinson said he believes the White 
House is going to cooperate with the committee's 
investigation on whether there are grounds for im- 
peachment of President Nixon (Al' Wirephoto) 


FIFTH TERM 
Lester Tiscornia 
Heads Fund Raisers 


U'ster Tiscornia. president and treasurer of Auto Specialties 


Manufacturing Co.. St. Joseph, has been named to a fifth term as 
national chairman of the Alumni Annual Fund at the L'niversity of 
the Pacific in Stockton, Calif. 


Tiscornia is a 1932 graduate the college, recipient of the L'OP 


Outstanding Alumnus Award in 1971, and is a native of nearby San 
Andreas. 


Dr George Ablin of Bakersfield, Calif. has been named chair- 


man for the third year for the Parents of Former Students. He is 
a neurological surgeon and has a son. Lance, who is a freshman at 
Pacific. 


Dr. Ablin is the son of the late Dave Ablin and Rose Ablin, owner 


of St. Joe Fisheries and The I/ibster Lounge. SI. Joseph. 


Announcement of the appointments was made by .lames \,. 


Norvell, director of development at Pacific. 
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*' Area 
Highlights 


Van Buren Polio Vaccination Drive Opens March 13 


By GARRETT DeGRAFF 


Paw Paw Bureau 


PAW PAW — A polio vaccination program will be held in 


Van Burcn county schools March 13-22, according (o Dr. 
James Davis, medical director of the Van Buren county health 
department. 


Dr. Davis said the program is being conducted in an effort to 


raise the percentage of children in the county who arc- 


adequately protected against the potentially crippling disease. 


A survey of county children conducted during the past 


several weeks indicates that only 55 percent are adequately 
protected against polio. Davis staled. 


He said another 20 to 30 percent likely arc partially pro- 


tected, but are in need of a "booster" dosage of vaccine, and 
the remainder are unprotected. 


Dr. Davis said a minimum of three doses of oral vaccine are 


required for adequate protection against polio. 


Any county resident under 18 years old will be eligible for 


the free vaccination, he reported. 


Vaccinations against measles and rubella (German 


measles) will also be available, the doctor said. 


The survey showed that 81 percent of county children arc 


currently protected against measles, and 88 percent against 
rubella, Davis said. 


Davis said that a recent state-wide survey showed that under 


50 percent of children in the state are adequately protected 
against polio. 


The vaccine program is being undertaken in March to beat 


the summer "polio season," he reported. The last county-wide 
|K)!io vaccination round-up was in 1966, according to Davis. 


The exact dates and times the vaccination clinic will be at 


specific county schools will be announced when a schedule is 
devised, Davis said. 


Intermediate Budget 
Passes On 10-1 Vote 


BERRIEN SPRINGS - Consti- 
tuent local school districts in the 
Berrien county Intermediate 
school 
district 
last 
night 


approved a 1974-75 Intermediate 
general budget of $548,120. 


The proposed budget was 


approved without modification 
in a 10-1 vote by local district 
representatives, with four dis- 
tricts not present, said Supt. 
Raymond Sreboth. 


The proposed budget breezed 


through in an hour at last 


Paw Paw Post 
Officer Promoted 


SGT. LEO T. SIET1NG 


Pnmuted 


ROBERT J. DELANEY 


Transferred 


PAW PAW — Sgt. Leo T. Sieting, 36, of Paw Paw, has been 


promoted to rank of lieutenant and transferred to command the 
state police post at Bad Axe, according to Col. John R. Plants, 
department director. 


Plants also announced that Robert J. Delaney, 38, has been 


transferred from the Hart post to Paw Paw. Delaney has been a 
state trooper since 1962 and has also served at the Brighton and 
Rockford posts. 


Sieting, a 14-year state police veteran, has also served at the 


Detroit, Manistee and Gladstone posts. He succeeds Lt. Richard J. 
LaCasse at Bad Axe, who retired Feb. 22. Both Sieting's and 
Delaney's assignments became effective, Sunday, Feb. 24. 
Three-County 
Health Center 
Gets Green Light 


night's meeting here. 


It's up 15.4 per cent or $73,120 


from the 1973-74 budget as 
adopted, and up 12.9 per cent or 
$63.000 from this year's es- 
timated actual expenditures. 


The difference will go for 


inflation, 5.5 per cent salary 
increases, and 2% additional 
personnel—1'/2 in data process- 
ing and 1 clerical. 


The budget expects $21,000 


more state aid and would raise 
the Intermediate's share from 
the county 15-mill local tax 
share to .2011 mills, up .0111 from 
the present. 


Data processing in the new 


budget is estimated at about 
$213,000, about 39 per cent of the 
budget. Srcbolh reported. 


The budget, along with those 


from other school districts, 
townships and Bcrrien county 
government, goes to the county 
tax 
allocation board for a 


division of the 15-mill local tax. 
The allocation board will meet 
in mid-April. 


River district cast the lone 


"no" last night after Victor 
Miller stated his concern about 
the growth of the Intermediate 
budget over recent years, 
Sreboth reported. 


A 
separate 
Intermediate 


"special education budget for 


1974-75 will be unveiled in the 
spring. 


Vote Light 


HARTFORD — Berrien-Cass- 


Van Burcn counties' Health 
Services board voted last night 
to go ahead with location of a 
family health care center in the 
county. 


Location of such a center has 


not been determined, according 
to Dr. Charles White, executive 
director. He said one proposed 
site is the former Galati res- 
taurant. Red Arrow highway, 
between Hartford and Lawrence 
near the Van Buren county 
social services department. 


Action by the board beat a 


March 
15 deadline by 
the 


Department of Health. Educa- 
tion and Welfare which would 
have required the board to re- 
turn a $60,000 federal grant. 
The grant was for study and 
location of such a center. 


The board met at the First 


Savings association in Hartford, 
with about 60 persons present. 
Purpose of the session was to 
get public expression on the 
proposed center. 


Dr. White said the proposed 


center 
would 
serve 
both 


migrants and area families on a 
"pay as you can" basis. Opera- 
tion of the center would be 


federally subsidized, but the 
center would by locally con- 
trolled, he said. 


The 
Comstock 
Memorial 


health care center, Dowagiac, 
and Community health care 
center, Berrien General hospi- 
tal, already serve Berrien and 
Cass counties. 


Some 
doctors 
present 


expressed a feeling that there 
was a need for more doctors 
rather than a health facility to 
serve the area. 


A delegation from Blooming- 


dale, in north central Van 
Buren county, questioned loca- 
tion of such a center in an area 
already served by four doctors. 
Bloomingdale is without a doc- 
tor. 


Dr. White said the board 


plans to survey the general 
public to measure support for 
such a center prior to another 
public meeting March 26 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Intermediate school 
district offices at Lawrence. 


WORKER INJURED 


WYOMING. Mich. (AP) - An 


explosion at the Inmont Corp. 
plant left one person hospi- 
talized in serious condition with 
burns Tuesday. 


TIGHT SQUEEZE: While being moved yesterday toward new 
home, behind Paw Paw village public works building on East 
Berrien street, this old village garage found itself in tight spot 
going between two existing buildings. It's former site, across 
street from public works building, has been selected by Paw Paw 


village and township officials as site for new Paw Paw fire station 
and township offices building. Workmen for Koscik Construction 
company, Kalamazoo, moved garage through tight spot inches at 
a time. Garage will serve as storage building at new site. (Staff 
photo) 


1,200 Miles Each Week 


in special Nothing Stops College Commuter 
Primary 


DETROIT (AP) - State Rep. 


David Holmes Jr. and John 
Hertel, a Wayne County com- 
missioner, were the unofficial 
Democratic winners in Tues- 
day's special primary election 
to fill state Senate vacancies. 


In a third primary race, 


Joseph F. Young, a Wayne 
County commissioner, 
unof- 


ficially won the Democratic 
nomination for the I5th House 
District seat vacated by Detroit 
City Clerk James Bradley. 


Because the three districts 


covering the city's East Side 
and three suburbs are heavily 
Democratic, the Democratic 
nomination traditionally has 
been almost tantamount to 
election. 


The 
Democratic 
and 


Republican victors in Tuesday's 
balloting 
will 
oppose 
one 


another in a March 19 general 
election for terms expiring Dec. 
31. 


In the 4th Senate District, 


Holmes unofficially captured 41 
per cent of the vote for the seat 
vacated when Coleman Young 
was elected mayor of Detroit. 


Hertel was declared the unof- 


ficial winner in the 2nd Senate 
District primary with 40.4 per 
cent of the vote. The seat in that 
district was vacated by Charles 
N. 
Youngblood 
Jr., 
who 


resigned after being convicted 
on a bribery conspiracy charge. 


Young captured 57 per cent of 


the vote in his race. 


The 
unofficial Republican 


winners were John Love in the 
2nd District. David G. Sherwood 
in the 4th and James F. Cooper 
in 
the 
15th. Cooper 
was 


nominated with 28 votes. 


County 
election 
officials 


described Tuesday's turnout of 
about 3,0(10 voters as very light. 


MUSKEGON. Mich. (AP) - 


"I'll get through somehow," 
says a college instructor who 
drives 1,200 miles each week 
pursuing a law degree. 


Even the gasoline shortage 


has not detoured Jim Graves, 
32, from his four—year quest. 


"I have to shop around a lot 


more now but I haven't had any 
real trouble," Graves said about 
the gasoline shortage's impact 
upon his three trips per week to 
Detroit College of Law. 


Graves makes the 200-mile 


drive to Detroit in time for a 6 
p.m. class despite a schedule 
which 
has 
him 
teaching 


American 
government 
at 


Muskegon Community College 
until 3 p.m. He has never been 
late for classes in either city. 


"It's been a grind," Graves 


conceded about the schedule 
which gets him home at mid- 
night three times each week. He 
GM To Push 
Small Car 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 
- 


Spurred by the energy crisis, 
General Motors Corp. will be set 
to turn out 2 million small autos 
a year beginning with the 1975 
models, a GM vice president 
says. 


The new production capability 


represents a 
70 per 
cent 


increase over the number of 
1973 small cars assembled. Os- 
car A. Lundin said Tuesday. 


rises at 6:45 a.m. in order to 
teach an 8 a.m. class. 


Even this rugged schedule 


has been worse. For a time in 
the late 1960s, Graves covered a 
policeman's beat in Muskegon 
until just two hours before 
teaching his first class. 


"The 
commuting 
doesn't 


seem so bad compared to that 
experience. I was wrestling 
drunks at 4 a.m., then lecturing 
about political science later in 
the day." 


While trying to meet his goal 


of becoming a lawyer because 
"I've always wanted to do it," 
Graves and his wife have 
adopted three children ranging 
in age from 1 to 3 "in between 
trips. My wife says we have to 
adopt them because I'm not 
home enough to have our own." 


During the summers, Graves 


slowed his pace somewhat. He 
drove to Grand Rapids 40 miles 
to the east to obtain an account- 
ing major at Aquinas College. 


Graves estimated the four 


years of commuting, which have 
run through four cars, included 
more than 150,000 miles of 
driving and cost nearly $11,000 
including car depreciation. 


"I want the degree pretty 


badly," Graves said. 


In May, the commuting ends 


and Graves graduates. He ranks 
in the top five IXT cent of his law 
class and 
has won three 


scholarships, he reported. 


Once he passes the state bar 


exam in August, Graves said he 
plans 
to practice with a 


Muskegon law firm. 


LONG-DISTANCE COMMUTER: Jim Graves of Muskegon has driven 150,000 
miles commuting from Muskegon to the Detroit College of Law three times a 
week. He has gone through four cars. (AP Wirepholo) 
Place Chosen Vice President 


Earl Place ot St. Joseph, retired St. Joseph 
school superintendent, was chosen vice chair- 
man of (he Lake Michigan college board of 
trustees at its monthly meeting Monday night. 


Place was advanced to the position when Dr. 


Bernard C. Radde of St. Joseph was elected 
chairman to fill the vacancy left by the resigna- 
tion in January of former chairman Robert P. 


Small, Benton Harbor.. 


Place's selection as vice chairman was inad- 


vertently omitted from the account ot the LMC 
board meeting in Tuesday's paper. 


Also omitted was mention of a resolution 


commemorating the "signal contributions to 
Lake Michigan college" by Dr. A.F. Bliesmer, a 
former trustee who died last Friday. 


School Building Program Under Way 


Hartford Is 'Over The Hump9 


Car Yields Body Of Ex-SJ Man 


The body of a former St. 


Joseph man. believed to be the 
victim of a gangland-style 
killing, was found in the trunk 
of a car at O'llare field, 
Chicago, Sunday. 


Chicago police of the Shakes- 


peare district said the body of 


Socrates (Sam) Rantis. 44. was 
found in a car thai had been in a 
parking lot at O'llare since 
about Dec. 7. Police said there 
were wounds on the badly 
(lccom|«>M'd body, but the exact 
cause nl death was not known. 


Rantis was convicted in 1970 


on counterfeiting charges in 
which $400.000 in counterfeit 
money was seized by Secret 
Service agents in Chicago. 


Rantis moved to the Chicago 


area after he was graduated 
from St. Joseph high school in 
1!HR. 
«, 


By STEVE McQUOWN 


Staff Writer 


HARTFORD — Completion of a $3.95 million cons- 


truction and rennovation program here is the cul- 
mination of eight years of study and will usher in 
improvements in the educational sylem itself, school 
Supt. Gary Waterkamp said yesterday. 


It will also mean the end of unpopular split class 


sessions for middle school and high school students. 


Waterkamp added that he feels the school system is 


now "over the hump" in meeting present and near- 


future growth needs. 


Ground breaking ceremonies for part of the expan- 


sion program, an $816,366 elementary school building, 
were Feb. 16. The school is expected to be ready for 
occupancy by next January, Waterkamp said. 


In addition, remodeling of the two elementary 


schools and the middle school are planned. 


Waterkamp said the 1974-75 school year should be 


the last split session year for students. 


The expansion program will also present an oppor- 


tunity for a renovation ofn teaching principles, he said. 


More space will bring more individual instruction as 


well as more discipline, the superintendent said. 


He said there seems to be some "misunderstanding" 


in the community that the new expansion and teaching 
methods will foster less discipline. 


The building program study began in 1966 when a 


merger with Lawrence was considered, and defeated 
by voters, he said. 


Two other bond issues for Hartford school construc- 


tion were also beaten at the polls, he said. 


And during the interval, as the school Ixiard studied 


alternatives to meet growth problems, the enrollment 
grew from 1,400 to about 1,800. Waterluiinp said. 


J 


